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CORONAVIRUS — COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [12.03 pm]: I rise to update the house on the work 
that the McGowan government is undertaking to protect the mental health and wellbeing of Western Australians 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. The government has implemented a range of initiatives to support the 
community, including the Think Mental Health “Be Positive. Be Connected. Be Active.” campaign, which focuses 
on self-care and wellbeing strategies and provides people with information on further help, should they need it; an 
extension of the “Alcohol.Think Again” “Glassbody” campaign in an effort to reduce the risk of alcohol-related 
harm; the launch of the Drug and Alcohol Clinical Advisory Service, which is a specialist telephone consultancy 
service that provides clinical advice to health professionals relating to patients’ alcohol and other drugs use; and 
ongoing work to increase service providers’ use of telehealth and audiovisual communication. 
The government has also established a mental health, alcohol and other drugs community services task force to 
support the sector in providing continuity of services to clients, while also providing solutions to key issues that 
are identified during the COVID-19 response. The task force is chaired by the Mental Health Commission and 
aims to keep people with mental health and alcohol and other drugs issues supported in the community and out of 
hospital, provide leadership and support during the COVID-19 period, and determine key issues that are identified 
during the COVID-19 response. 
The government also welcomes the recent release of the “National Mental Health and Wellbeing Pandemic Response 
Plan”, following the national cabinet meeting on 15 May 2020. The principles and many of the objectives of this plan 
align with work that is already occurring across Western Australia, including through the “Western Australian Mental 
Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Services Plan 2015–2025”; the document “WA State Priorities: Mental Health, 
Alcohol and Other Drugs 2020–2024”; and the “Sustainable Health Review”. The “Western Australian Mental 
Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Services Plan 2015–2025” remains contemporary and is our plan for guiding 
work in the mental health and alcohol and other drugs sector. In addition, the McGowan government, through the 
“Sustainable Health Review”, is committed to building a mental health and alcohol and other drugs system that is 
well balanced, integrated, sustainable, and grows the right mix of services across the community to support 
a positive recovery journey for all. 
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